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Dennis Weber, Chair - Cowlitz County 
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Longview, WA 98632 
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American with Disablilites ACT (ADA) Information: This material can be made 
available in an alternate format by emailing customerservice@rctransit.org or by calling 
(360) 442-5663. Persons who are deaf or hard of hearing may make a request by calling 
the TTY Relay at 711. 
 
 
Title VI Notice to Public: RiverCities Transit operates its programs and services without 
regard to race, color, and national origin in accordance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act. 
Any person who would like more information on our Title VI Program or believes she or 
he has been aggrieved by any unlawful discriminatory practice under Title VI and would 
like to make a complaint may contact: 
 
RiverCities Transit 
Title VI Compliance Coordinator 
PO Box 128 
Longview, WA 98632 
 
360-442-5663 (TTY Relay: 711) 
 

customerservice@rctransit.org 
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Introduction 

 
RiverCities Transit (RCT) staff drafts the Transit Development Plan (TDP) annually.  The Cowlitz Transit Authority (CTA) 
then approves it.  It fulfills RCWs 35.58.2795 and 35.58.2796.  These laws require the creation of a Public Transportation 
System Six-year Transit Plan and an Annual Report, respectively. 
 
The Washington State Department of Transportation is required to develop an annual report that summarizes the status 
of public transportation systems in the state for the previous calendar year.  RCT submits our annual report to assist in 
the development of the statewide plan. The report also serves as a tool to communicate our accomplishments and goals 
to the community.  It outlines our organizational structure, transportation services, major accomplishments, proposed 
action strategies, and a program for funding those strategies. 

 

Plan Adoption, Public Hearing, and Distribution 

 
Plan Adoption 
 

The Cowlitz Transit Athority Board adopted the 2020-2025 Transit Development Plan and 2019 Annual Report 
on August 12, 2020. 

 
Public Participation Process 
 
 Public Comment Period: July 31, 2020 – August 12, 2020 
 
 Comments Submitted To: customerservice@rctransit.org 
     RiverCities Transit 
     PO Box 128 
     Longview  WA  98632 
 
 Public Hearing:  Cowlitz Transit Authority held a public hearing on the 2020-2025 Transit Development plan and 
2019 Annual Report during their regular meeting on August 12, 2020 at 4:00 p.m. 
 
 Notice Posted to Website:  RiverCities Transit posted a notice of the hearing on the Transit Development Plan to 
its website at https://rctransit.org/2020-2025 Transit Development Plan 2019 Annual Report/ on July 15, 2020. 
 
 Notice Published:  The Longview Daily News published notice of the hearing on the 2020-2025 Transit 
Development plan on July 31, 2020. See Appendix D. The City Info Weekly published a notice on July 30, 2020. 
 
 Available to the Public:  RiverCities allowed the public to request a copy or digital copy of the 2020-2025 Transit 
Development Plan and 2019 Annual report on or after July 31, 2020 by emailing customerservice@rctransit.org or by 
calling (360) 442-5663. The document was also available on the RiverCities Transit website at 
https://rctransit.org/about-us/planning/ 
 
No public comments were received during the the public comment period. 
 



 

Section 1: Organization 

 
RiverCities Transit has a long history in Longview and Kelso.  It began over 85 years ago serving mill workers as they 
traveled to and from work.  Several private owners ran the bus service until 1975 when the City of Longview purchased 
the operation.  The City subsequently became the grant recipient for Federal Transit Administration funding. 

In 1987, the voters of Longview and Kelso elected to create a taxing 
authority, the Cowlitz Public Transportation Benefit Authority (PTBA), to 
fund the system.  The agency received a one-tenth of one percent sales 
tax until 2008, when voters approved a two-tenths of one percent 
increase.  This brought the total sales tax to the current three-tenths of 
one percent. 

Incorporated under authority of Chapter 36.57A of the Revised Code of 
Washington, the Cowlitz PTBA is governed by the Cowlitz Transit 
Authority (CTA), a five-member board consisting of two members of the Longview City Council, two members of the 
Kelso City Council, one Cowlitz County Commissioner, and one non-voting union representative.  The CTA functions as a 
taxing authority only and has contracts for legal counsel and utilizes the services of the Cowlitz Couty Treasurer, bus has 
no other staff.  The CTA contracts all transit operations, maintenance, and capital improvement related functions 
including management, administration, drivers, and maintenance, to the City of Longview (Figure 1).  The City of 
Longview subcontracts to provide the required complementary paratransit services.  The City of Longview and the CTA 
jointly govern the public transportation system, which operates under the name RiverCities Transit (RCT). 

2019 Cowlitz Transit Authority Organizational Structure 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

CTA’s Mission 
“To enhance the quality of life in our 

area, the Cowlitz Transit Authority provides 
safe, reliable, and efficient transit services 
that link people, jobs and communities.” 

CTA 2009 
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Section 2: Facilities 

 
RCT operates out of the Longview City Shop (Figure 2), located at 254 Oregon Way.  The facility is approximately 8,000 sf 
and houses all transit administrative staff and contracted Paratransit Services, Inc. staff providing paratransit services.  
The fleet maintenance functions that support RCT and the entire City of Longview fleet are also housed here.  
RCT also operates a Transit Center located in downtown Longview at 1135 12th Avenue.  The Transit Center is a hub for 
the majority of RCT’s fixed routes (Figure 3) and provides customer service including system information, pass sales, 
shelters near the bus aisles, indoor waiting area, and restrooms. 
 
Following the 2008 PTBA tax increase, service levels on RCT expanded to record levels and the system reached the point 
where additional facilities were needed. A 2013 study recommended a single, stand-alone bus maintenance and 
administrative center adjacent to the City Shops however funding constraints forced revisions leading to an expanded 
Transit Center in downtown Longview to house RCT administration and enhanced customer service. In 2016 the City of 
Longview received a grant for construction of this new Transit Center. Demolition of the previous center (Figure 4) 
began in March 2019 with limited services provided at a temporary site (Figure 5). (Note: The new Transit Center 
opened in spring 2020.) In addition to these two facilities, RCT rents space from the City of Kelso at the Kelso Multimodal 
Transportation Center (Figure 6). The rented space serves as a break room for operators on Kelso routes. 
 
RCT maintains 40 bus shelters and/or benches at major service stops. 
 
Regular and scheduled maintenance of facilities and customer amenities ensures RCT facilities remain in excellent 
physical condition. 

 

Figure 2 

Figure 3 

Figure 4 

Figure 5 Figure 6 



 

Section 3: Service Characteristics 

Fixed Route Service 

As of November 2019 RCT operates seven (7) fixed routes within the urban areas of Longview and Kelso. RCT System 
Map and Schedule (Figure 7) illustrates the 2019 fixed route service area.  This service area encompasses approximately 
27 square miles and contains a population of approximately 50,000 people.  RCT’s fixed routes circulate through most 
urbanized neighborhoods in Longview and Kelso Monday – Friday 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m.  Five routes operate Saturday from 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  RCT designed six routes to complete a round trip in fifty minutes, allowing them to operate on sixty-
minute headways, and to provide transfer connections at the Transit Center, Kelso Multimodal Center, or Three Rivers 
Mall.  This provides simplicity and convenience for customers, allowing them to travel between almost any two points in 
the Longview-Kelso region with a maximum of one transfer and little wait time for transfers.  Our most heavily travelled 
route offers service every 40 minutes Monday through Friday. RCT added Route 30 this fall to provide 30-minute service 
to our busiest stops.  
 
Fixed route ridership has experienced variations over the past several years (Figure 9).  Ridership declined during the 
recession, but began to rise after implementing major service changes in August 2013.  Ridership increased by 9.1% in 
2014 and another 9% in 2015.  Ridership decreased slightly as predicted when a fare increase was implemented on 
January 1, 2016.  Ridership has continued to slowly decline into 2019 as staffing challenges have forced RCT to keep 
service at a minimum. In 2019, RCT logged 23,602 revenue hours and operated using 21.11 FTE’s. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Figure 7 
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Paratransit Services 

RCT provides federally mandated complementary paratransit service within ¾-mile of all fixed routes in accordance with 
the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) (see Figure 8 for service area map).  This service operates 
under the name RiverCities LIFT.  The City of Longview contracts with Paratransit Services Inc. to operate LIFT.  
Paratransit Services Inc. is a non-profit organization headquartered in Bremerton, Washington.  They provide drivers and 
scheduling/dispatch staff.  The City of Longview owns and provides the vehicles.  
 
To qualify for LIFT, individuals must complete an application process and be certified as unable to utilize regular fixed 
route transportation because of their disability.  LIFT provides paratransit service on a next-day reservation basis.  In 
addition, LIFT offers same-day response as a "premium" service at an additional cost.  LIFT operates on the same 
schedule as fixed route service weekdays from 6:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. and Saturday from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.  LIFT provides trips 
for any purpose and does not limit the number of trips an individual may take.  The ADA requires there be no capacity 
constraints or trip denials.  In 2019, LIFT logged 25,368 revenue hours and operated using 18.36 FTE’s. 
 
 
 

 

Paratransit Service Area Boundary 

Figure 8 



 

Fares 

 

Fares and pass prices changed on January 1, 2016 and are listed in Figures 10 and 11. 

 

Fixed Route Fares 

 One Way Daily Pass Monthly Pass Quarterly Pass Annual Pass 

Adult $1.00 $2.00 $14.00 $42.00 $168.00 

Student* $1.00 $2.00 $7.00 $21.00 $84.00 

Reduced** $0.50 $1.00 $7.00 $21.00 $84.00 

LIFT Approved Free - - - - 

PCA*** Free - - - - 

LCC Students and 
Faculty**** 

Free - - - - 

Figure 10 
 
 

*Student passes are available to children between six and 18 years of age or those who have a student ID showing the 
holder is currently attending classes and earning college credit at an accredited school of higher education. 
 
*Student Summer Passes are issued at twice the rate of a monthly student pass and are valid June 1st through August 
31st of each calendar year.  These passes entitle holders to unlimited rides during this timeframe. 
 

**Reduced fare is available to citizens age 65 or older, Medicare cardholders, and people with disabilities.  Applicants 
are required to show proof of age, Medicare Card, and/or fill out an application for a reduced fare permit. 
 
Transfers are free with a one-way fare payment and valid for one use only on the day of purchase. 
 
***A personal care attendant (PCA), someone designated or employed to assist the LIFT eligible individual. 
 
****LCC pays an annual fee based on prior year’s ridership for their students and faculty. 

2019201820172016

BUS 334,731354,317377,819396,896

PARA 54,78852,62249,54649,893

% 14.07%12.93%11.59%11.17%
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LIFT Fares 
 

 One Way Fare Monthly Pass 5 Ride Punch Card 20 Ride Punch 
Card 

LIFT Approved $1.00 $15.00 $5.00 $10.00 

PCA Free - - - 
 
Figure 11 

 

Section 4: Service Connections 

 
In addition to services provided by RCT, a number of regional programs operate services from outlying areas to the 
Longview- Kelso area.  Longview-Kelso serves as a regional destination for medical appointments, shopping, 
employment, school, and other transportation connections.  These connections are described below.  RCT is a partner 
with many of these agencies as they utilize the Downtown Transit Center as a connection hub.  
 
Columbia County Rider 
Columbia County Rider (CC Rider) is a public transportation program administered by Columbia County, Oregon.  CC 
Rider provides two routes per weekday into Longview-Kelso, making connections with RCT at the Kelso Train Depot and 
Transit Center.  They also stop at Holt’s Mini-Mart, St. Johns Medical Center, and the Triangle Mall.  CC Rider passengers 
come to Longview-Kelso to access shopping, medical appointments and Lower Columbia Community College from across 
several Oregon counties. 
 
Wahkiakum on the Move 
Wahkiakum on the Move (WOTM) provides service between Cathlamet and Longview-Kelso on a daily basis and 
between Naselle (with connections to Pacific Transit in Pacific County) and Longview-Kelso three days a week.  WOTM 
makes connections with RCT at the Kelso Train Depot and Longview Transit Center.  While service is available to the 
public, half of the riders are seniors.  Passengers use the service to access shopping, medical appointments, and Lower 
Columbia College.   
 
Lower Columbia Community Action Program (CAP) 
The Lower Columbia Community Action Program (CAP) provides several transportation services in the Kelso-Longview 
area.  CAP offers transportation services for seniors in Cowlitz and Wahkiakum Counties.  It provides medical and 
shopping trips in wheelchair accessible vans to residents who live outside and inside of the RCT service area.  CAP 
operates service along the I-5 corridor between Castle Rock and Vancouver.  CAP makes connections with RCT at the 
Kelso Train Depot and Longview Transit Center.  The service is available to the public and the fare is two dollars each 
way.  CAP provides transportation by car or wheelchair accessible van for a fee. 
 
Cowlitz Tribe Transit 
The Cowlitz Indian Tribe provides Dial-a-Ride service to tribal members and the public.  The Tribe’s service area 
encompasses Cowlitz and South Lewis Counties. Service is available Monday through Friday.  The Tribe does not provide 
service within Longview except for tribal members who request it.  People needing services within Longview are referred 
to RCT.  
 
Sunset Transportation Services, Astoria, Oregon 
Sunset Transportation Services operates out of Astoria, Oregon and connects with RCT via CC Rider on weekdays. 
 



Intermodal Connections 
Several other services provide regional public transportation connections.  RCT makes connections with Amtrak and 
Greyhound at the Kelso Multimodal Center.  It also connects with several rural and Paratransit providers, as previously 
described.  

 

Section 5: 2019 Activities and Accomplishments 

 

Fleet Statistics 

 
In 2019, 67,816 gallons of diesel was consumed driving 299,469 revenue vehicle miles on fixed routes.  This provided 
334,731 passenger trips.  Our fixed route fuel consumption averaged 4.4 revenue miles per gallon.  RCT fixed route 
service averaged approximately 4.9 passenger trips per gallon of fuel consumed. 
 
In the same year, 1,462 gallons of diesel fuel, 13,844 gallons of propane, and 29,629 gallons of gasoline were consumed 
driving 212,017 revenue miles of paratransit service for 55,867 passenger trips.  With an average fuel economy of 4.72 
revenue miles per gallon, Paratransit service averaged approximately 1.24 passenger trips per gallon of fuel consumed. 
 
RCT’s vehicle replacement program is based on Federal Transportation Administration (FTA) Useful Life Benchmarks 
guidelines: 
 

 35' diesel bus = 14 years 

 Cutaway Bus (small paratransit bus)= 10 years 

 Minivan = 8 years 
 
The average age of the RCT fixed route fleet is 11.6 years, while the Paratransit fleet average age is 8.9 years.  Regular 
and scheduled maintenance of the fleet ensures RCT vehicles remain in excellent condition. 
 
The City of Longview installed a propane fueling station and in 2019, RCT ordered an additional three paratransit 
vehicles.  Eventually the entire paratransit vehicle fleet will be propane powered.  This conversion is expected to provide 
significant fuel cost savings.  
 
RCT continues its tradition of excellence in the area of safety, recording no fatalities or significant passenger injuries in 
2019.  RCT experienced one collision in 2019. For this document, collisions are defined as crashes where there is vehicle 
damage in excess of $5,000 total to all vehicles involved.  This includes both revenue vehicles and non-revenue vehicles.   

2019 Accomplishments 

RCT continues to experience changes because of the voter approved sales tax increase in 2008.  After the passage of the 
increase, the CTA developed a community-supported long-range plan that was adopted in December 2010.  The Transit 
Enhancement Plan included a list of strategies that RCT has successfully implemented over the past 9 years.  Collectively, 
these accomplishments support Washington State’s six transportation policy goals of safety, preservation, mobility 
(congestion relief), environment, stewardship, and economic vitality. 
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Capital Accomplishments:  

 Demolition and construction of the revised downtown Transit Center to improve bus circulation and parking, 
improve safety of pedestrians and add administrative staff to downtown. 

 Secured $1,560,000 in federal funding to replace four fixed route buses. 

 Secured $239,400 in federal funding to replace three Paratransit cutaways. 

 Ordered an additional three propane-fueled vehicles for early 2020 delivery. 
 Ordered two fixed route replacement buses for early 2020 delivery. 
 

 
Community Outreach and Partnership Accomplishments: 
 Continued participating in bimonthly regional information forums to exchange information with local and regional 

elected officials, public works directors, port directors, and senate staff. 

 Continued participating in the Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) Technical Advisory Committee monthly 
meetings. 

 Continued participating in the Southwest Washington Regional Transportation Planning Organization (SWRTPO) 
Coordinated Human Services Transit Planning Quarterly Meetings. 

 Participated in the City of Longview’s Earth Day event and provided free rides to boost community attendance. 

 Participated in the Cowlitz County Veteran’s Stand Down. 

 Participated in Project Homeless Connect and provided free rides to make it easy to access the event. 

 Participated in the Cowlitz County Community Court Resource Fair providing regional transportation information. 

 Participated in the Cowlitz County Senior Expo. 

 Participated in Lower Columbia College’s Community Resource Fair. 

 Participated in the Human Services Council’s Accessible Transportation Coalition Initiative. 

 Participated in the local Extreme Machines event. 

 Maintained a Facebook page to communicate better with our riders and community. 
 

System Accomplishments 

 Continued RCT’s Travel Training Program and training people on how to ride Fixed Route. The majority of training 
took place in a group setting. 

 Added a route using on-board GPS and passenger counting data to shift service to locations with higher demand. 
 Facilitated the move from our Downtown Transit Center to a temporary location for use during construction and 

continued seamless service to the public throughout the process. 
 Secured $625,867 in operational grants to sustain Paratransit services for the 2019-2021 biennum. 
 Secured $292,000 in Washington State Regional Mobility Grant funds to begin a pilot project for service to 

Lexington. 

 

Section 6: Proposed Action Strategies, 2020-2025 

The proposed changes outlined in Section 7 reflect the following Action Strategies: 
 

 Operate transportation systems reliably and responsibly for the customer. 
 

RCT is currently funded through a combination of retail sales tax revenues, fares, and grants.  A 0.3% (three-tenths of 
one percent) sales tax, fares, and federal/state grants provide the operation, maintenance, and capital funding for the 
system.  RCT staff seeks outside funding sources and continually participates in competitive grant programs both locally 
and nationally. 

 



 Provide viable mobility choices for the customer and expand the system to accommodate growth and future 
transportation infrastructure. 
 

With goals of accommodating customer needs and developing a broader customer base, RCT will continue to implement 
the adopted Transit Enhancement Plan to provide enhanced service delivery using data and community input.  Through 
the guidance of the Cowlitz Transit Authority Board, RCT staff will investigate options for expanding service to the 
Lexington community to the north of our current service area. 

 

 Implement facilities and equipment solutions that are in the best interest of the community. 
 
Expansion and revision of the Transit Center will improve rider safety with a re-designed drive aisle and pedestrian plaza 
and will relocate administrative staff where they will be easily accessible to RCT’s customers and drivers. Conversion of 
the paratransit fleet to propane fuel will provide cost savings and reduce RCT’s carbon footprint and replacement of an 
aging fleet will help reduce travel interruptions and delay. Shop facilities will be revised if needed when the Industrial 
Way/Oregon Way Intersection project begins construction to ensure buses will be able to enter and exit the property 
safely.  

 

 Protecting passengers and employees during a pandemic emergency. 
 

Declarations of Emergency to address the Covid-19 pandemic have required service cutbacks to protect passenger and 
employee safety. With travel restricted to essential trips, capacity rules are adjusted accordingly, including temporary 
driver furloughs and FMLA leaves. Safety barriers between drivers and passengers have been adopted. Temporary fare-
free service is another tool to protect passengers and drivers. Transit Center common areas, including public restrooms, 
are also closed. RCT qualifies for emergency federal and state grants to pay for these extraordinary emergency 
expenses. 

 

Section 7:  Proposed Changes, 2020–2025 

 
Changes to service hours, facilities, and equipment for the next six years will be a direct result of available revenue. As a 
public agency, RCT does not have the capacity to increase our main revenue stream without a public vote. Between 
2020 and 2025, RCT forecasts no significant permanent increases in fixed route service hours without first securing new, 
reliable revenue. RCT has secured funds for a short-term pilot project to bring service to Lexington, however the State 
has delyed issuing a contract as there is not a guarantee of funding due to the passage of Initiative 976. The primary goal 
within the next few years will be to preserve existing service levels and keep expenditures stable, while exploring the 
need for expanded service in the surrounding areas. 
 
 

2020 
Service 
 
 
Facilities 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Preservation 
Annual service updates 
 
 
Relocate to administrative staff to Downtown 
Transit Center. 
 
Finalize construction of transit center facility 
 
Move dispatch staff to vacated office at the 
Longview City Shop. 
 

Expansion 
No change 
 
 
Increase number of bus stop pads/amenities  
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Equipment Replace 2 fixed vehicles 
Replace 3 paratransit vehicles with propane 
powered vehicles 
 

No change 
 

2021 
Service 
 
 
Facilities 
 
 
Equipment 

Preservation 
Annual service updates 
 
 
Bus barn security cameras 
 
 
Replace 4 fixed route vehicles 
Replace 4 paratransit vehicles with propane 
powered vehicles 
Replace 1 paratransit ADA van 
Replace 2 supervisor vehicles with lift 
equipped vans 
Replace 2 operator relief vehicles 

Expansion 
Explore PTBA Expansion 
Develop service to Lexington 
 
Install Bus Barn security cameras 
Increase number of bus stop pads/amenities 
 
Procure one cutaway for Lexington Service 
 
 

2022 
Service 
 
Facilities 
 
 
 
Equipment 

Preservation 
Annual service updates 
 
Revise city shop bus barn if needed when 
Industrial Way intersection project begins 
 
Replace 2 fixed route vehicles 
2 fixed route bus mid life overhauls 

Expansion 
Continue Pilot to Lexington 
 
Increase number of bus stop pads/amenities 
 
 
 
No change 

2023 
Service 
 
Facilities 
 
Equipment 

Preservation 
Annual service updates 
 
No change 
 
Replace 2 fixed route vehicles 
2 fixed route mid life overhauls 
Replace 4 paratransit vehicles with propane 
powered vehicles 
Replace 1 paratransit ADA van 

Expansion 
No change 
 
Increase number of bus stop pads/amenities 
 
No change 

2024 
Service 
 
Facilities 
 
Equipment 

Preservation 
Annual service updates 
 
No change 
 
Replace one supervisor vehicle 

Expansion 
No change 
 
Increase number of bus stop pads/amenities 
 
No change 

2025 
Service 
 
Facilities 
 
Equipment 

Preservation 
Annual service updates 
 
No change 
 
No change 

Expansion 
No change 
 
Increase number of bus stop pads/amenities 
 
No change 

 
  



 

Section 8: Operating Data 2019-2024 

 
 

Fixed Route 2019 2020 20210 2022 2023 2024 

  Actual Projected  Projected Projected Projected Projected 

Revenue Vehicle Hours 23,602 27,950 28,500 28,000 28,000 28,000 

Total Vehicle Hours 24,314 28,760 28,800 29,500 28,760 28,760 

Revenue Vehicle Miles 299,469 350,000 360,000 360,000 350,000 350,000 

Total Vehicle Miles 308,386 360,000 363,000 363,000 363,000 363,000 

Passenger Trips 334,731 378,000 385,000 400,000 400,000 400,000 

Diesel Fuel Consumed (Gal) 67,816 78,000 80,000 80,000 78,000 78,000 

 
 
 

Paratransit 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 

  Actual Projected Projected Projected Projected Projected 

Revenue Vehicle Hours 25,368 17,000 17,000 17,000 17,000 17,000 

Total Vehicle Hours 27,820 24,900 25,000 25,200 25,200 25,200 

Revenue Vehicle Miles 212,017 185,000 186,000 186,000 186,000 186,000 

Total Vehicle Miles 234,923 208,000 209,000 209,000 209,000 209,000 

Passenger Trips 55,867 49,700 50,000 51,000 52,000 52,000 

Diesel Fuel Consumed (Gal) 1,462 3000 700 0 0 0 

Gasoline Fuel Consumed (Gal) 29,629 24,000 22,000 20,000 18,000 18,000 

Propane Fuel Consumed (Gal) 13,844 8,000 10,000 12,000 14,000 14,000 

 

Section 9: Revenues and Expenditures for 6-Year Capital Plan 

 
The governance structure for RiverCities Transit is such that two separate budgets are maintained for operating the 
public transportation system.  The Cowlitz Transit Authority contracts with the City of Longview to provide transit 
services on behalf of the PTBA.  As operator of the system, the City of Longview is the designated recipient of federal 
and state funds that are intended for transit use only.  All remaining costs of operating RCT are paid by the Cowlitz 
Transit Authority, which receives local sales tax revenue dedicated for transit use.  Below is the six-year plan outlining 
revenues and expenditures for RiverCities capital projects as adopted in the City of Longview budget.  Those projects 
with secured federal funding were submitted to the Washington State Department of Transportation for inclusion in 
their Statewide Transportation Improvement Program.   
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Year Project Revenue Expenditure Balance

2019 December 31 Ending Fund Balance $0

2020 Cowlitz Transit Authority $297,426 $297,426

Federal Grants $832,000 $1,129,426

State WSDOT Grants $259,290 $1,388,716

Replacement Fixed Route Vehicles (2) $1,040,000 $348,716

Replacement Paratransit Vehicles (3) $323,716 $25,000

Transit Bus Stop Amenities & Pads $25,000 $0

Annual total $1,388,716 $1,388,716

2021 Cowlitz Transit Authority 745,300$      745,300$      

Federal Grants 1,908,412$   2,653,712$   

State WSDOT Grants 324,200$      2,977,912$   

Replacement Fixed Route Vehicles (4) 2,080,000$        897,912$      

Supervisor Lift Equipped Vans (2) 97,000$            800,912$      

Replacement Paratransit Vehicles (5) 570,912$          230,000$      

Replacement Relief Vehicles (2) 66,000$            164,000$      

Expansion Lexington Pilot Vehicle (1) 106,000$          58,000$       

Bus Barn Security Cameras 33,000$            25,000$       

Transit Bus Stop Amenities & Pads 25,000$               $0

Annual total $2,977,912 2,977,912.00$   

2022 Cowlitz Transit Authority $298,000 $298,000

Federal Grants $1,091,000 $1,389,000

State WSDOT Grants $0 $1,389,000

Bus Mid-life overhauls (2) $324,000 $1,065,000

Replacement Fixed Route Vehicles (2) $1,040,000 $25,000

Bus Stop Amenities & Pads $25,000 $0

Annual total $1,389,000 $1,389,000

2023 Cowlitz Transit Authority $402,932 $402,932

Federal Grants $1,113,000 $1,515,932

State WSDOT Grants $399,728 $1,915,660

Replacement Fixed Route Vehicles (2) 1,067,000$        $848,660

Bus Mid-life overhauls (2) 324,000$          $524,660

Replacement Paratransit Vehicles (5) 499,660$          $25,000

Bus Stop Amenities & Pads 25,000$            $0

Annual total $1,915,660 1,915,660$        

2024 Cowlitz Transit Authority $34,000 $34,000

Federal Grants $36,000 $70,000

State WSDOT Grants $0 $70,000

Replacement Supervisor Vehicle $45,000 $25,000

Bus Stop Amenities & Pads $25,000 $0

Annual total $70,000 $70,000

2025 Cowlitz Transit Authority $25,000 $25,000

Federal Grants $0 $25,000

Bus Stop Amenities & Pads $25,000 $0

Annual total $25,000 $25,000

Transit - Six-Year Capital Plan
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Appendix B 
Facilities Inventory 2019 
  



Public Transportation Management System
Owned Facility Inventory

Agency RiverCities Transit

Refer to instructions for facility code

No.
Facility 
Code

Facility Name
Condition

(points)
Age 

(Year)
Remaining 
Useful Life

Replacement
Cost ($)

Comments
(If more than two lines,  attach a separate 

comment page)

1 11 Longview City Shop Bus Bays 3 37 2 $2,000,000.00 Cost estimated as it is attached to existing building

2 20 Bus Barn 3 37 2 Roof replaced in 2010

3 6 Downtown Transit Center 5 0 40 $5,500,000.00 Construction complete January 2020

4 23 Longview City Shop - shared use 2 40+ 0 TBD This facility is shared with other City divisions. 

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22
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2019 System Map and Schedule 
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Appendix D 
Notice of Public Hearing published in the Longview Daily News on July 31, 2020. 
 




